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Executive Summary

This plan is the Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan for HARDIN COUNTY, OHIO. THE
PLAN WAS INITIALLY DEVEOPED IN 2007 AND UPDATED IN 2013 AND 2015. THIS PLAN HAS BEEN
REWRITTEN. This plan fulfills the requirements of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) under the
Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act, signed into law as a reauthorization of surface
transportation programs through Fiscal Year 2020. According to requirements of the FAST Act, locally
developed coordinated public transit-human services transportation plans must be updated to reflect
the changes established by the FAST Act legislation. The FAST Act applies new programs and rules for all
Fiscal Year 2016 funds and authorizes transit programs for five {(5) years.

Transportation is a critical component of the communities in HARDIN COUNTY, OHIO. Transportation
provides access to jobs, education, health care, human services and allows all community members,
including older adults and people with disabilities, to live independently and engage in community life.
It is the purpose of this plan for local stakeholders to work collaboratively to do the following activities:

1. ldentify all community resources including:
HARDIN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION GUIDE, QUARTERLY MEETINGS WITH ABOUT 20 AGENCIES
IN ATTENDANCE, AND SEMI-ANNUAL REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION MEETINGS. HARDIN
COUNTY IS LISTED ON WWW.MYTRANSPORTATION.ORG AND WORKING TO BE A PART OF THE
STATE RIDE SHARE SOFTWARE. HARDIN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION STAKEHOLDERS HAVE
FAITH IN THE EXISTING PROVIDERS AND SUPPORT WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE MOBILITY,

2. Identify and Prioritize community transportation needs
THE FOLLOWING NEEDS WERE IDENTIFIED FROM INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM OUTREACH
ACTIVITIES, WHICH INCLUDED A PUBLIC MEETING, FOCUS GROUPS, AND SURVEYS WITH
TRANSPORTATION PROVIDERS/HUMAN SERVICES AGENCIES AND THE PUBLIC: COOPERATION
AMONG STAKEHOLDERS; INCREASED AWARENESS OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICES AMONG
PUBLIC/ELECTED OFFICIALS/INFLUENCERS; NEED TO MAINTAIN, SUPPORT, & EXPAND
ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, DRIVERS, & VEHICLES; MORE AFFORDABLE ON-
DEMAND/RIDE SHARE OPTIONS; EXPAND SERVICE TO INCLUDE THOSE WHO DON'T MEET
PROGRAM ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS; OPERATIONAL FUNDING TO EXPAND TRANSPORTATION

3. Establish a clear plan for achieving shared goals
MANY OF THE GOALS OUTLINED IN THIS PLAN COINCIDE WITH GOALS OUTLINED IN THE PRIOR
PLAN. AS A RESULT OF INFORMATION OBTAINED IN THIS PROCESS, THE HANCOCK, HARDIN,
WYANDOT, AND PUTNAM COUNTY REGION WILL WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE THE
FOLLOWING GOALS: 1) SEEK TO ENCOURAGE COOPERATION AND COMMUNICATION AMONG
STAKEHOLDERS 2) INCREASE KNOWLEDGE OF AVAILABLE TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS AMONG
THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND INFLUENCERS OF PUBLIC OPINION 3) PROVIDE OPERATIONAL
FUNDING OPTIONS TO SUPPORT AND EXPAND ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORTATION OPTION,S AND 4)
CONTINUE TO IDENTIFY AND FILL GAPS IN TRANSPORATION SERVICE AND UNMET NEEDS.



Fundamental to the Coordinated Transportation Plan process is the active and meaningful involvement
of stakeholders. For projects selected for funding under the Section 5310 program, participation in
planning activities must include participation and/or representation of the following, at minimum:

Seniors;

Individuals with disabilities;

People with low incomes;

Public, private and non-profit transportation providers;
Human services providers, and;

The general public.

In order to ensure participation from the above groups the following stakeholder involvement activities
were performed.

Public Notice meeting with County Commissioners, County agencies quarterly transportation meetings,
filling out agency transportation surveys, planning meeting for 2017-2022 coordinated transportation
plan, mailing out surveys, and gathering statistics from surveys, and meeting with the seniors and
disabled that come to the Hardin Caunty Council on Aging, Inc.

This plan was developed and adopted by a planning committee by the name of HARDIN COUNTY
TRANSPORTATION COALITION. More information about the planning committee can be found in
Appendix A.



|. Geographic Area
Hardin County is located in north-western/north-central Ohio. The county seat is Kenton. The county
has a total area of 471 square miles, of which 470 square miles is land. Adjacent counties include
Hancock (north), Wyandot (northeast), Marion (east), Union (southeast), Logan (south), Auglaize
(southwest) and Allen (northwest).
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Map 2: Major Trip Generators
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Il. Population Demographics

Population demographics of the planning area are considered when developing coordinated
transportation priorities because they help planners to understand potential demand for transportation
as well as need. The following charts outline the demographic and Limited English Proficiency (LEP)

characteristics of the county.

The County’s population has gradually declined since 2010. This trend is projected to continue through
2040.

Chart 1: Total Population Current and Projected for Five Years
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Source: Ohio Development Services Agency, 2013

Approximately 14 percent of the County’s population is age 65 or older. And, the population of
individuals between ages 50 and 64 make up another 18.5 percent of the population.

Chart 2: Total Population by Age Group
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More than 95 percent of the county’s population is white. The second most common race is Hispanic or
Latino which makes up 1.5 percent of the population.

Chart 3: Total Population by Race
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Forty-three (43) percent of the population with disabilities is between the ages of 35 and 64 years.
Another 22 percent of the population with disabilities is age 75 or older, and 14 percent of the
population with disabilities is age 65 to 74.

Chart 4: Number and percentage of people with disabilities
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Hardin County has the highest percentage of households below the poverty level in the four-county
area.

Chart 5: Number and percentage of households with incomes below the federal poverty level

Households :j;::;f:;s
Geography Total Households Below Poverty;
Below
Last 12 Months
Poverty
Hancock County 31083 3938 12.7%
Hardin County 11540 1858 16.1%
Putnam County 13049 721 5.5%
Wyandot County 9327 1190 12.8%

Source: American Community Survey, 2015

Reportedly, 18.7 percent of the Hardin County population has an income below the Federal Poverty
Level; this is the highest percentage in the four-county region.

Chart 6: Number and percentage of individuals with incomes below the federal poverty level

Geography Totall Population Below Percent C!f County Population
Population Poverty that is Below Poverty
Hancock 73,294 10221 13.90%
Hardin 29,402 S 18.70%
Putnam 33,880 1,966 5.80%
Wyandot 22,084 2,601 11.80%

Source: American Community Survey, 2015
Less than % percent of individuals in Hardin County indicated that they speak English less than very well.
Therefore, all but 107 individuals in the county are proficient in the English language.

Chart 7: Percent of population that speak English “Less than very well”

County Population Individuals with Limited Percent of County Population

Geoeraphy Age 5 and Over English Proficiency with Limited English Proficiency
Hancock 70,843 460 0.6%
Hardin 29,773 107 0.4%
Putnam 31,839 162 0.5%
Wyandot 21,122 207 1.0%

Source: American Community Survey, 2015



I1]. Assessment of Available Services

Conducting an evaluation of service provider capabilities and analyzing the existing gaps and
duplications of services for transportation resources in each community, provides transportation
planners with the information needed to implement changes that will improve the network of
transportation resources and services in Hardin County and across county lines.

The lead agency identified stakeholders to participate in the assessment of available services. These
stakeholders included those who were represented in the current or past planning committees, as well
as others who the planning committee identified as being appropriate stakeholders.

Interviews were conducted with each of the identified stakeholders.

The purpose of the interview was to offer the stakeholders an opportunity to discuss the specific
transportation services, gaps, needs, and priorities for their respective service areas or communities.

When applicable, information reported in the previous coordinated plan was used to supplement
information gathered during this planning effort.

Inventory of Transportation Providers

The Hardin County Council on Aging, Inc., Harco Industries, WOCAP, HHWPCAC, Hardin County Job &
Family Services, Passport, Find A Ride, Hardin County Senior Tax Levy, and United Way of Hardin County.
The Kenton Taxi also provides rides,
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Summary of Existing Resources
1. Hardin County Transportation Guide.

2. Listed on www.mytransportation.org.

3. Yearly surveys.

4. Vehicles available for the general public that are Sixty (60) years old and older, disabled and/or low
income individuals.

5. Quarterly meetings of the Hardin County Transportation Coalition.
6. Bi-annual transportation meetings with Hancock, Hardin, Wyandot and Putnam Counties.

7. Monthly meetings with agencies that receive a grant from the Hardin County United Way.
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IV. Assessment of Transportation Needs and Gaps

In an effort to better understand the Hardin County needs, the planning committee examined research
and data, as well as solicited input from the community in an effort to gather information about needs
and gaps in transportation services.

The demographic and socio-economic conditions of the study area are discussed in the Demographics
Chapter of this plan. The following overview is an evaluation of the gaps in service based upon
geographic data as well as from the perspective of the targeted populations, transportation providers,
and the general public.

Hardin County Council on Agency, Inc., the Lead Agency, and a variety of stakeholders in the area in an
attempt to solicit input and request participation from any organization that could potentially be
impacted by the coordinated transportation planning process. More information on how the lead
agency engaged stakeholder and the general public is available upon request.

The following methods were used to assess transportation needs and gaps

e Assessment of data and demographics (required)
e Public and stakeholder meetings
e Public survey

Local Demographic and Socio-Economic Data

Data for each target population group were aggregated by Census Block Group for transportation
analysis. The demographic and socio-economic data is valuable because a comparison of where the
highest and lowest densities individuals who are most likely to need transportation live. This information
can then be compared to the locations of (1) major trip generators, and (2) available transportation

services.
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Map 3 illustrates the areas where the number of older adults (age 65 and older) is at or above the
county’s average. Block groups shaded in red have higher than average densities of older adults.

Map 3: Map of Population Density of Individuals Age 65 and Older

Map 3: Population Density Age 65 and Older
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The map below indicates the areas where the number of zero vehicle households is above the county’s
average. The absence of a vehicle in the household is often an indication of the need for transportation
services. Block groups shaded in red have higher than average densities of zero vehicle households.

Map 4: Map of Density of Zero Vehicle Households

Map 4: Zero Vehicle Housing Units HHWP Coordination
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The Map 5 illustrates the location of the top destinations for the existing transportation providers as
well as major trip generators for anyone in the area, including those who drive a personal vehicle. The
following list includes the major trip generators for the entire region.

Major Trip Generators

ID | Company Industry Address City

0 | The Andersons Agricultural 9841 County Hwy. 49 Upper Sandusky
1 | Bridgestone APM Company Manufacturing 245 Commerce Way Upper Sandusky
2 | Continental Structural Plastics Inc. Manufacturing 2915 County Hwy. 96 Carey

3 | Custom Glass Solutions by Guardian Manufacturing 12688 State Route 67 Upper Sandusky
4 | Dlubak Glass Company Recycling 11567 Co. Hwy. 110 Upper Sandusky
5 | Engineered Wire Products Manufacturing 1200 N Warpole St. Upper Sandusky
6 | Ithaca Gun Company Manufacturing 420 N Warpole St. Upper Sandusky
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Major Trip Generators

7 | Kalmbach Feeds Inc. Agricultural 7148 State Route 199 Upper Sandusky

8 | Liqui-Box Corp. Manufacturing 519 Raybestos Dr. Upper Sandusky

9 | Kasai North American Inc (M-Tek) Manufacturing 1111 N Warpole St. Upper Sandusky

10 | The National Lime & Stone Company | Mining 532 N Patterson St. Carey

11 | Schmidt Machine Company Agricultural 7013 State Route 199 Upper Sandusky

12 | Uni-Grip Inc. Manufacturing 9823 State Route 53 Upper Sandusky

13 | Vaughn Industries Construction 1201 E Findlay St. Carey

14 | Wal-Mart Retail 1855 E Wyandot Ave, Upper Sandusky

15 | Blanchard Valley Hospital Medical 1900 South Main Street | Findlay

16 | Bluffton Hospital Medical 139 Garau Street Bluffton
Consolidated Biscuit Co/Hearthside

17 | Food Manufacturing 312 Rader Rd McComb

18 | Cooper Tire & Rubber Co Manufacturing 701 Lima Ave Findlay

19 | Findlay High School School 1200 Broad Ave Findlay

20 | Kohl's Corp Retail 7855 Co Rd 140 Findlay

21 | Lowe's Companies Inc Retail 12700 Co Rd 212 Findlay

22 | Marathon Petroleum Co LLC Trade 539 S Main St Findlay

23 | Nissin Brake Ohio Manufacturing 1901 Industrial Dr Findlay

24 | Sanoh America Inc Manufacturing 1849 Industrial Dr Findlay

25 | University of Findlay School 1000 N Main St Findlay

26 | Whirlpool Corp Manufacturing 4325 N Main St Findlay

27 | Owens Community College School 3200 Bright Rd Findlay

28 | Kalida Manufacturing Inc Manufacturing 801 Ottawa St Kalida
Midway Products/Progressive

29 | Stamping Manufacturing 200 Progressive Dr Ottoville

30 | Ottawa-Glandorf Local Schools School 630 Glendale Ave Ottawa

31 | Mars Inc./lams Co Manufacturing 3700 OH-65 Leipsic

32 | Pro-Tec Coating Co Inc Manufacturing 5500 Protec Pkwy Leipsic

33 | Putnam County Government Govt 245 E Main St Ottawa

34 | Schnipke Engraving Co Inc Manufacturing 14233 Rd 24 Cloverdale

35 | Silgan Plastics Corp Manufacturing 690 Woodland Dr Ottawa

36 | Unverferth Manufacturing Co Inc Manufacturing 601 Broad St Kalida

37 | wal-Mart Stores Inc Retail 1720 N Perry St Ottawa

38 | Ada Technologies Manufacturing 805 E North Ave Ada

39 | Amer Grp plc/Wilson Sporting Goods | Manufacturing 217 Liberty St Ada

40 | Hardin County Government Govt 111 W Franklin St Kenton

41 | Hardin Memorial Hospital Medical 921 E Franklin St Kenton

42 | International Paper Co Manufacturing 1300 S Main St Kenton

43 | Kenton City Schools School 200 Harding Ave Kenton

44 | Ohio Northern University School 525 S Main St Ada
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Major Trip Generators

Reliance Steel&Alum/Precision Strip
45 | Inc Manufacturing 190 Bales Rd Kenton
46 | Sumitomo Bakelite/Durez Corp Manufacturing 13717 US-68 Kenton
47 | Triumph Group Inc Manufacturing 200 Railroad St Forest
48 | Wyandot Memorial Hospital Medical 885 N Sandusky Ave Upper Sandusky
49 | International Paper Co Manufacturing 13823 N Vision Dr Kenton

Map 5: Map of Major Trip Generators

Map 5: HHWP HHWP Coordination
Major Trip Generators Plan
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